
Campaigning for a better environment for the whole area around Gatwick 
GACC, founded in 1968, has as paid-up members over 50 councils and over 40 community groups.  We have built a reputation 
for sound judgement and reliable information and thus have the support of all local Members of Parliament.
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Today marks the second day in the Court of Appeal’s hearing on permission to appeal in Peter 
Barclay’s, Chair of GACC, case challenging the Secretary of State’s decision to grant a DCO 
allowing Gatwick Airport’s expansion.
 
The hearing was before two judges of the Court of Appeal and followed the dismissal of Mr 
Barclay’s judicial review claim in the High Court in June.
 
Alex Goodman KC from Landmark Chambers, supported by Gethin Thomas of 39 Essex 
Chambers and Alice Goodenough of Goodenough Ring Solicitors, focused on two grounds of 
challenge.
 
The first was whether the Judge had erred in finding that the Secretary of State had properly 
interpreted aviation policy, namely the Aviation National Policy Statement (ANPS), which 
explicitly ruled out a second runway at Gatwick, and Making Best Use of Existing Runways 
(MBU).
 
The second focused on whether the Judge had erred in relation to the adequacy of the 
Secretary of State’s analysis of the need for, and economic benefits of the scheme given 
the demonstrable flaws in Gatwick Airport’s business passenger forecast. Those flaws were 
calculated by GACC and the New Economics Foundation (NEF) to lead to overall harm to the 
national economy, not the substantial gains the Secretary of State envisaged but ultimately 
were unsupported by the evidence.
 
Lord Justice Dove and Lord Justice Holgate are expected to make a decision on permission in 
the coming days or weeks. 

A legal challenge is the only way to prevent the expansion going ahead. It is also, however, 
an expensive exercise. GACC has a major fundraising programme underway, and we would be 
very grateful for your support. Donations can be made at https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/
gacc/

For further information please contact :
GACC Chair : Peter Barclay - info@gacc.org.uk 07720 397354
Or
GACC Vice Chair : Jonathan Essex - greenjonathanessex@gmail.com,   07801 541924


