Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign GACC
Campaign Office






     Phone & fax

Stan Hill







     01293 863 369

Charlwood






          www.gacc.org.uk

Surrey RH6 OEP




            gacc@btconnect.com

Press release
5 April 2011
Aviation must be greener

The Government’s new consultation on the future of aviation was welcomed by GACC representatives when they met the Aviation Minister, Rt Hon Theresa Villiers MP, on Monday.
   The GACC team, who were accompanied by Sam Gyimah MP (East Surrey), thanked her for the firm decision by the Coalition Government to veto any new Gatwick runway.

Particularly welcome were the statements by the Transport Secretary, Philip Hammond,
 that: “The previous government’s 2003 White Paper [which held a new Gatwick runway in reserve] is fundamentally out of date, because it fails to give sufficient weight to the challenge of climate change. ... transport needs to be greener and more sustainable .... the aviation industry needs to do more, not just on emissions but also in terms of its other environmental impacts, particularly noise.”

‘The Minister gave us a sympathetic welcome and we had a very constructive discussion’ said GACC chairman Brendon Sewill.   ‘We pressed on her that it was not sufficient to say that technological progress would enable more flights:  it was also important that any benefits should be shared with the local community.

One of the main items discussed with the Aviation Minister was the problem of approach noise on which GACC had prepared a detailed paper with a number of constructive proposals.
  The Minister promised to give the proposals serious consideration. 

Among the issues raised was whether approach paths should be concentrated or 
dispersed. ‘The Minister showed real interest and understanding, and mentioned that this was one of the questions in the consultation document.  We were able to discuss both the injustice of concentrating the misery on the few and the problems of spreading the disturbance over a wider area with a greater number of people,’ commented Sewill.
Other matters discussed were the noise action plan for Gatwick – still not published after nearly two years – and the forthcoming consultation on the new night flight regulations.
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GACC is the main environmental body concerned with Gatwick.  Founded in 1968, we have as members around 100 Borough, District and Parish Councils and environmental groups covering about a  twenty miles radius from the airport.  Our committee, elected annually, represents all areas. Because we rely on rational argument and put forward constructive solutions  we have had strong support in Parliament and at every level of government.

