The Gatwick Noise Action Plan 2010

An analysis

The draft Gatwick Noise Action Plan was published in June 2009.  In response to the consultation GACC – supported by a large number of councils and environmental groups - suggested a large number of improvements.  The final report, curiously dated June 2010, was not published until July 2011.

We are pleased to see that  there is a new commitment to publish future noise contours for 2015.  In July 2011 this action had not yet been implemented although the plan states that it will be implemented in 2010.  It will be interesting to see if the GIP aim of increasing the number of flights can be matched with no deterioration in the noise contours.

We are delighted to see a new target to raise the proportion of Chapter 4 (very quiet) aircraft from 3% in 2006 to 83% in 2015.
Nevertheless many of our suggestions in our consultation response have not been accepted -
 X indicates that our suggestion has not been adopted;  ( indicates that it has been adopted;  and ½  indicates that our suggestion has been partly included.  

X
a pledge that there will be no increase in noise
X
an estimate of the reduction in the total number of people affected by noise +
X 
the noise impact of the proposed 20,000 extra flights (40,000 above the current level) made possible by the North Terminal extension +
½ 
a request DfT to reduce the maximum noise permitted on take-off 
X
a request DfT to re-examine the possibility of noise limits on arriving aircraft 
½ 
a request DfT to reduce the noise quota for night flights * 

½
a request for action to reduce disturbance in Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty *

X    tougher rules on continuous descent approach 

X    details of how priority is to be given to quieter aircraft

X    higher landing fees for noisy aircraft, with the revenue going to the local community

½    publication of statistics for the environmental performance of each airline

½   noise insulation grants to cover a wider area, and houses double-glazed 20 or more years ago 

X    a study of whether Gatwick noise complies with World Health Organisation guidelines

 ½    independent verification and enforcement 

X   an open and transparent system of revision following consultation.

+  A requirement under the EU Directive

*  A commitment to request a ‘review’ (which is meaningless) has been added, but not to ‘reduce’.
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�   There is a commitment to publish the overall environmental performance of each airline.


�   The plan will be monitored under the existing s.106 agreement with West Sussex County Council.





