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Noise (not enough action) Plan
Under the EU Environmental Noise Directive 2002 all major European airports are required to produce a noise action plan.  Gatwick Airport has now published a draft Noise Action Plan for consultation.
  
The EU has also forced the airport to use a better measurement of average noise (Lden), the standard measurement across Europe.  It shows that nearly 12,000 people are seriously affected by noise from Gatwick.  Previously the airport maintained that the number was under 4,000.  The area affected stretches from near Rudgwick, 12 miles to the west, to near Edenbridge, 12 miles to the east.  Even so the complaints we receive show that many, many people outside this area are annoyed.
The Plan contains 52 action points but 16 are merely a recital of measures already in place; 27 are merely designed to improve communication with the public;  only 9 refer to new action to reduce noise.
There are some good ideas, such as priority for quieter aircraft, phasing out noisy aircraft (but only voluntarily), and possibly steeper approach paths, but none of them are about taking action, they are all ‘consult about’, ‘review’, ‘evaluate the feasibility of’  -  perhaps / maybe / sometime / never.
Serious omissions

The Action Plan omits some of the crucial noise control measures.  These, such as the limits on the number or noise of night flights or the maximum noise on take-off, are set by the Department for Transport.  GACC has obtained official guidance that the Action Plan can contain recommendations for improvements to be made on these items, and will be pressing hard for this to be done.

GACC will be examining the Plan in detail, and will be issuing detailed briefing notes in July.   We will be submitting our own response, probably in September.   If you would like to be included in this process please let us know.  We would welcome hearing your views based on your local experience.
We will all need to press hard it we are to ensure that the final Noise Action Plan contains substantial improvements.   It will not be easy - the EU Directive does not state any specific noise levels which must not be exceeded.  The UK Government has taken the crazy decision to put airport operators in charge of producing noise action plans - like putting the fox in charge of the hen house.  The temptation for Gatwick Airport will be not to say anything which might reduce their sale price.
We are working with our colleagues at other airports in the UK - there is now an active network of airport environmental groups across the UK - to exchange information and to put pressure on the Government to insist on real action. 
Runway ruled out
Theresa Villiers, Shadow Transport Secretary, has firmly stated that:   “Conservatives oppose a second runway at Gatwick.  If we are elected to Government, we will not allow a second runway to be built at Gatwick."
   This has been confirmed by David Cameron.
   The Lib Dems and the Greens have long made it clear that they are opposed to a new Gatwick runway.

Going, going, not yet gone

Bids for Gatwick had to be submitted by 27 April, but at the time of writing this newsletter no result has been announced.   Six companies originally were interested but only two, Global Infrastructure Partners (GIP) and Manchester Airport Group (MAG), are reported to be left in the running.  
The situation is complicated by the fact that Ferrovial, the owners of BAA, have appealed against the Competition Commission ruling that they must sell Gatwick and Stansted.   Ferrovial claim that it is unfair to force a sale at the present time when credit is short and airport revenue down.  The appeal is expected to take until the end of the year, or even next February.  GIP threw a wobbly and withdrew their offer when they heard about the appeal but are now said to be back in negotiation.
Although Ferrovial decided to sell Gatwick voluntarily, before the final Competition Commission ruling, the appeal may be an indication that the bids are so low that Gatwick will be withdrawn from sale until business picks up.
Meanwhile the Government is considering taking powers to run Gatwick, Heathrow and Stansted in case Ferrovial goes broke, although there are fears that to do so would raise more doubts about Ferrovial’s financial viability.

Global Infrastructure Partners is a faceless international consortium based in New York.  They also own London City Airport.   As we have learnt with Ferrovial, the problem with such owners is that they are solely interested in increasing their profits, and have scant regard for local residents.  They are not subject to any of the usual democratic pressures and take little notice of issues raised by local Members of Parliament.  This is confirmed by the experience of City Airport where local residents are up in arms against rapid expansion with no monitoring of noise or pollution.

The Manchester Airport Group is owned 55% by Manchester City Council, with nine borough councils around Manchester each owning 5%.  They also own East Midlands, Bournemouth and Humberside airports.  For the Gatwick bid they have teamed up with Borealis, a Canadian infrastructure fund, and the Greater Manchester Pension Fund.  While MAG are at least based in England and should understand local democracy, their decisions to build an unnecessary second runway at Manchester, and at East Midlands to promote more flight paths and a huge increase in night flights, are not encouraging.  
Aircraft Noise Ombudsman
We welcome the Conservative Party pledge to set up a “Commercial Flights Officer who would act as an Ombudsman, investigating formal complaints about noise, via MPs”.   The new Ombudsman would have powers to compel air traffic control, airports and any other body concerned with the movement of aircraft to co-operate with the investigations.

Recession bites
In the year to end May 2009 the number of passengers passing through Gatwick was down to 
32.8 million, a drop of 7.6% compared to the previous year.  A peak of 35 million was reached in 2007.   The number of flights has not dropped in proportion.  In the year to end May 2009 there were 250,000 air traffic movements (an average of 685 a day), down 5% on the previous year.  
The biggest fall has been in cargo which has fallen almost 50% in the past year, more than at any other UK airport.   This reduction is not entirely due to the recession:  it is due to the switch to low cost airlines which don’t do freight.
Jobs at Gatwick

About 25,000 people work at Gatwick, including airport staff, airline pilots and air crew, aircraft maintenance, retail shops, air traffic control.  Apart from an employment survey once every three years, there are no regular statistics;  so it is not possible to say how seriously the recession is affecting jobs.
The number of jobs is tending to decrease due to the growth in low cost airlines which employ far fewer staff both on the ground and in the air.   The Gatwick Interim Master Plan (October 2006) forecast nil increase in total airport employment from 1997 to 2015 despite a forecast rise in the number of passengers from 25 million in 1997 to 40 million.
A study of airport employment in the UK and the loss of jobs due to the tourist deficit, Airport jobs, false hopes, cruel hoax, has been written by Brendon Sewill, chairman of GACC, and published by the Aviation Environment Federation.

Quite apart from the tendency for airports to employ fewer staff, we are concerned that the economic health of this region is already over-reliant on Gatwick.  As the world recovers from the present slump, oil prices are increasing.   We support the efforts of Crawley Borough Council to encourage diversification into more sustainable industries.  
Expansion opposed by airlines !
Despite the recession, BAA Gatwick is still pressing ahead with plans to expand the North Terminal, with new aircraft stands, to handle 40 million passengers a year.   That is an increase, compared to the present, which is bigger that the total size of Bristol airport, or Liverpool airport, or Newcastle airport.  BAA say it can be achieved by using larger aircraft and by 20,000 more flights each year.  
In a surprising development, the Gatwick airlines have written to BAA asking them not to go ahead. with this development.  They argue that the cost would be reflected in the charges they have to pay, it is unnecessary in the recession, and a new owner may have different ideas.
If a planning application is submitted, GACC will oppose it unless conditions are imposed to ensure no increase in noise, no increase in local pollution, and no breach of Government climate change targets despite the extra flights.  
Three times as bad
The growth in air travel, if it resumes after the recession, will demolish the Government’s climate change targets.  New scientific research for the International Panel on Climate Change shows that aircraft do about three times as much climate change damage as CO2 emissions at ground level.  The previously accepted ratio was 1.9,  but the new research includes the effect of aircraft vapour trails and the creation of cirrus cloud. 
  Cirrus cloud acts like a quilt, keeping the earth hot.  If this summer you don’t see the sun as much as in the past, blame those pretty white lines in the sky.

Official figures show that aviation is responsible for 6% of UK CO2 emissions.  Multiply by 3, and aviation is responsible for nearly 18% of UK climate change damage.  And that is before counting return flights.  On present trends by 2050 aviation will account for somewhere between 50 and 100% of UK climate change damage.
New Ministers

After the recent shenanigans in Parliament and in the Cabinet, the new Secretary of State for Transport is Lord Adonis, Fellow of Nuffield College, former head of Number 10 Policy Unit.  He is a railway enthusiast and believes that a new high speed rail line to Manchester can get rid of many domestic flights.

Paul Clark MP is the new Minister for Aviation.   His constituency is Gillingham on the Medway (majority 254).  He opposes a Thames estuary airport on account of the noise and pollution it would cause in his constituency.  So perhaps he will bring the same environmental concern to Gatwick ?
Flying wings coming to Gatwick ?
Any further expansion of Gatwick is conditional on the introduction of radical new types of aircraft, such as flying wings.   How so ?

 According to the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, Ed Miliband:  “We say that by 2050, aviation emissions must be back to current levels. ...  Why is that significant?  Because for the first time we are saying that aviation expansion is conditional on reductions in carbon emissions.” 
   Parliament has decreed that the new target is to be enforceable. 

This extraordinary pledge (how can a condition be something that won’t happen for forty years?) appears to be based on an aviation industry aspiration that radical new types of aircraft - such as flying wings - will be introduced on a large scale after 2030.
   In fact flying wings have been discussed since 1910 but, since they are inherently unstable, no commercial type has ever yet been produced.
It is an extraordinary pledge because it contradicts the forecasts made in January this year by the DfT statisticians that by 2050 UK aviation CO2 emissions, even assuming a steady improvement in aircraft fuel efficiency, will increase by nearly 60%.   
The same line, that aviation can go on expanding merrily until 2030 when all the problems will be solved by the introduction of new miracle aircraft, is being sold by the aviation industry as their response to the forthcoming Copenhagen climate change summit.   The Kyoto Protocol excluded aircraft, and the aviation lobbyists want to play the same trick again.


Going, going, going cheap
Gatwick is being sold off cheap.  Most commentators attribute the low offers for Gatwick to the shortage of credit and to the fall in airline profits, but there is a more basic reason.
Gatwick is a very small airport - 674 hectares compared with Charles de Gaulle at 3,200 hectares.  The buildings, especially the South Terminal, are old and tired.  For fifty years bits and pieces have been added on.  The two runways are too close together to be used at the same time.  The layout is convoluted: the proposed site for a new runway would mean aircraft from the existing terminals having to cross the existing runway.  Like the estate agent’s blurb:  Gatwick airport.  A period property.  With character.  Scope for extension.  Which, when translated, means:   Needs expensive renovation.  Ramshackle design.   Plot of land across the road with no planning permission. 
GACC subscriptions are now due.
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